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sion is very edifying; as is the humble submission which he
breathes, when it is the will of his heavenly Father to try him
with afflictions. As such dispositions become the state of man
here, and are the true effects of religious discipline, we can-
not but venerate in Johnson one of the most exercised minds
that our holy religion hath ever formed. If there be any
thoughtless enough to suppose such exercise the weakness of
a great understanding, let them look up to Johnson and be
convinced that what he so earnestly practised must have a
rational foundation.
His works this year were, an abstract or epitome, in octavo,
of his folio Dictionary, and a few essays in a monthly publica-
tion, entitled, The Universal Visiter. Christopher Smart,
with whose unhappy vacillation of mind he sincerely sympa-
thised, was one of the stated undertakers of this miscellany;
and it was to assist him that Johnson sometimes employed his
pen.
He engaged also to superintend and contribute largely to
another monthly publication, entitled The Literary Maga-
zine, or Universal Review; the first number of which came
out in May this year. What were his emoluments from this
undertaking, and what other writers were employed in it,
I have not discovered. He continued to write in it, with inter-
missions, till the fifteenth number; and I think that he never
gave better proofs of the force, acuteness, and vivacity of his
mind, than in this miscellany, whether we consider his
original essays, or his reviews of the works of others.
His defence of tea against Mr Jonas Hanway's violent
attack upon that elegant and popular beverage, shews how
very well a man of genius can write upon the slightest sub-
ject, when he writes, as the Italians say, con amore : I sup-
pose no person ever enjoyed with more relish the infusion of
that fragrant leaf than Johnson. The quantities which he
drank of it at all hours were so great, that his nerves must
have been uncommonly strong, not to have been extremely
relaxed by such an intemperate use of it. He assured me, that
he never felt the least inconvenience from it; which is a proof
that the fault of his constitution was rather a too great ten*
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